
Here Today Here Tomorrow was an interactive discussion about art in communities and art 
in this community held at the Pictou Academy Auditorium in Pictou, NS, during the 
W(here) Festival, on June 29th 2012. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Report on an Interactive Conversation:   

I chose to simply report, rather than interpret what was said or who said what.  I tried to 
include all contributions. What I'm hoping is that readers will ingest and digest to make 
these insights part of their thinking. 

 

Phrases of Significance 

On Community 

Community is a sharing among individuals. 

Openness and curiosity gives permission to look in a new way. 

Being an artist is a way of thinking. 

You can’t walk wrong. 

Audience building is finding a way to include people. 

Stories told stay with me. 

Comradeship is developed by those who have passion. 

Think outside the box, sense the ripple effect, listen for angels humming going in. 

Most people like art.  

Art and community have a symbiotic relationship. 

Possibilities are endless if people want it to happen.  

Art is all over. 

Everything you ever knew about art goes out the window. 

I can work anywhere. 

 

Connecting: 



Art is expensive. 

When you invest (in art) benefits accrue. 

You must connect to audience in a direct way. 

Art to culture is building to the tree trunk before branching to the virtual world.  

We must reach through technology.   

Value is the basis of all entry points in works of art. 

When bridging communities (you) must have support at all levels. 

 

Creating a frame of experience: 

You have to be there to view it, to tell the story. 

A large portion of the art world is excluded because there needs to be physical 
engagement, a face to face, especially in rural communities. 

After the fact will never have my experience. 

A virtual audience may have an experience, but a different experience. 

Artists are canaries in a coal mine.  We need to go back there. 

If you have a community who want to connect one-to-one-to-one, it’s slow,  but inevitable. 

Creative economy: proceed with caution. (There is a) gap in the knowledge of the arts. 

What is contemporary is a large issue in knowledge and funding. 

There are many versions of being an artist. 

 

Sharing ideas on point: 

Presence in community is important.  Consider the fear factor, the comfort of population. 

Good food, art, music, good weather may be ways in. 

Get their stories one on one, then ask if they have a friend with a story. 

Ingesting art makes better communities. 

Build allies. 



Sometimes getting consensus is difficult. 

We could look to the music scene, locally based, promoted through internet and festivals. 

The subject matter of graphic artists is very personal. 

Can art projects exist in both worlds (real and virtual) at the same time? 

When dreaming, of the many presentation modes, what will stick? 

 

Hope: 

That ’Where We Are’, ‘Here’ in Pictou, Northern and Eastern Nova Scotia, we will build on 
a most successful first.  May ‘Mary’s beginning’ become a continuing contribution to the 
artistic community and all those who share that community at whatever level, be it active 
or passive, or somewhere in between.  May the art community come together with the 
other communities, business, financial and cultural, to place art and artistic activity at 
the center of our lives, even a few days at a time. 

 

- field report by St. Clair Prest 

 

                              

 

 

 


