
From the Bridge was one of four field trips led by local artists. Sheree Fitch and 
Linda Little led a troupe along a stretch of the Jitney Trail to an old iron railway 
bridge. Reading site-specific poetry and passages from their work featuring 
elements of the landscape around us, the old rail-bed and bridge were 
transformed through story. The reading was followed by tea and a small workshop 
at the artist’s home. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Bridges 
 
 
It was a field trip, 
a walking one,  
a piece of a festival,  
held in a rural county,  
Pictou, to be precise. 
 
A festival called W(here), 
Where? Here! 
 
A walking field trip 
to a bridge 
high over the River John, 
an old railroad bridge 
transmuted to a piece of the Trans Canada trail 
 
No more trains, 
instead, three score people  
and two authors. 
 
Linda Little had taken this bridge, 
placed it in her imagination 
and from there, 
directly into her novel, Strong Hollow. 
 
People sat, stood, some leaned 
while she read that passage 
created for that very bridge--  
Cass coming home. 
 
Then Sheree Fitch, 
told us how this river took hold of her, 
caused her to create 
a place to create. 
And she took us on a ferris wheel ride 
to a place of longing realized. 
 



After that, she took us home 
where some people took paper and pen 
others found spots to look at the river 
there was a bit of house wandering 
and the soft chatter of getting acquainted. 
 
Annie came back with wet ringlets, 
having found a way down to the river. 
There was tea, cookies, strawberries too, 
while people gathered and some spoke 
what they had written or thought about. 
One man told about his grandfather, 
who had “walked the line” 
surveying for a railroad that has already 
come and gone. 
 
There were thoughts about life,  
about bridges, 
words spoken in a direct line 
from hearts  
opened 
by a walk 
a field trip 
a festival. 
 
 
- field report by Rita Wilson 


