
Award Ribbons for Places in Pictou County was a collaborative project led by visiting 
artist Marlene Creates. Marlene invited participants of all ages o share some of 
their meaningful places in the county – either natural or built – revealing invisible 
layers of meaning. Participants created an award ribbon and travelled together 
awarding their places. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Award Ribbons for Places 
dedicated to lovely secret beach and all the other places that people chose 
 
I was part of the group that participated in Award Ribbons for Places in Pictou 
County, a workshop and project by Newfoundland artist, Marlene Creates. I was 
really looking forward to it because I knew her work and loved it. I was also a bit 
nervous, because it meant working in a group of people, which is always a bit 
nerve wracking before you meet the group.  
 
The first day we met at the Bayview Community Hall. We gathered around tables 
and listened as Marlene explained her project. I watched images from the project 
she had done with school kids in a rural Newfoundland community, using the 
same  ‘Award Ribbons for Places’ idea. I thought, there is no way that this group of 
adults will be able to articulate as beautifully and without guile the relationship to 
place as these children have.  
 

 
Marlene Creates speaking at Bayview Community Hall. 
 

I was first of all struck by how quickly, and with what enthusiasm, people 
proceeded to make their award ribbons for place. It was interesting, since most of 
us were from here, several locations were meaningful to multiple people.  
 
After we had made our ribbons, we went home and met the next day at my house 
to start our tour of the chosen places.  
 
I had to take back any preconception I had about this project’s effectiveness with 
adults. Each person who participated seemed to have thought deeply about their 
choices. The stories and frankness with which they were told were very moving. I 
loved seeing this side of people, many of whom I had interacted with or known 



peripherally growing up in Pictou County. I felt like the project provided entry into 
a vulnerable and quite private place within people.  
 
Caravanning in our vehicles as we snaked our way through Pictou County, made 
me re-evaluate the place that I had driven through so very often. Many of the 
places we visited were unknown to the participants, although they were all on 
public land, bar one.  
 

 
Participants headed out to one of the award sites. 

 
It meant a lot that I got to do the project where I grew up. The way people spoke 
about their chosen places was deepened by their experiences there over the 
course of time. Some of the locations I knew from my childhood, and I got to hear 
about them from a different perspective. 
 
This project made me consider the environment around me in an entirely different 
way.  Suddenly, I was evaluating what I would grant special status to around me. 
Now, when I drive down the road to the house where I grew up I think, ‘this is the 
best road to come down with trees arching overhead’. The other day I drove past 
doors that my dad made for a church in River John and thought to myself, I would 
like to give an award to those for being the best church doors made by my father.  
I continue to grant mental award ribbons daily. 
 
This project allowed me to spend time with people in a way that I would never 
have been able to otherwise. It also shifted how I see my world, as I designate 
personal value to places I am so familiar with I almost forgot to tell them how 
much I loved them!  
 
- field report by Sheilah Wilson.  
 
The awarded locations are featured on this interactive map found here with 
accompanying video.  


